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went "slumming" in the East End, invited the
Commissioners to Sandringham, and in short did
his first commission excellently well. But never
again was he permitted to share in anything
serious.
At the time Deferred to, the Labour Commis-
sion was to the fore, and it was known that all
pertaining to the labout question, the housing of
the poor, and similar questions had always
occupied the closest attention of the Heir-
Apparent :
It is an oj>en secret that the Prince of Wales
was very anxious to serve on the Labour Com-
mission. He had served on the Commission on
the Housing of the Poor, and he saw no reason
why he should not be a member of the Commis-
sion which owed its existence to Sir John Gorst.
But for reasons of State the Ministers of the Crown
snubbed the Prince, and excluded him in the same
arbitrary fashion as they excluded women from
the list of their Commissioners. It is easy to see
many good reasons why a prudent Prime Minister
might deem it undesirable to sandwich the Prince
between Mr. Livesey and Tom Mann. But it is
equally easy to see that if the Prince had occupied
It seat on the Commission it would have brought
him into close contact with the stern realities of
existence among the poor, and would have given
him opportunities of which he would have been
able to avail himself to use his undoubted abilities
in the service of the nation.
An ideal position for the Prince would have
been that of Viceroy of Ireland, which (the Princess